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MISSOULA. MONTANA 59801 
PHONE 243-2522 AREA CODE 400
myers
k-6-66
UM BOTANY PROF TO STUDY 
FUNGAL EFFECT ON FORESTS
MISSOULA - -  Dr. Clarence C. Gordon, U niversity o f Montana professor o f 
botany, has been awarded a two-year $30,000 grant fo r  research e n tit le d  "Phy- 
logeny in the Hypodermataceae as Related to  Ontogeny and Cytology."
Dr. Gordon said the National Science Foundation funds would be used to  
study about six ty  species o f fungi and re lated  fungal-caused d iseases. The 
complete h istory , development, maturation and e ffe c t  o f  these fungi w il l  be as­
certained.
Dr. Gordon stressed the usefulness o f  such studies to  health and preser­
vation o f  fo rests  since many o f  the fungi to  be studied are capable o f  k i l l in g  
thousands o f  board fee t o f  timber each year.
He said that as the resu lt o f  one previous study i t  is  now p ossib le  to  predict 
within one month the time when a certa in  fungal epidemic w il l  strike a fo re s t .
Dr. Gordon w il l  now attempt to  gather sim ilar information about the fungi 
included in h is present study. He pointed out that knowledge o f  the growth and 
development o f  any disease lessens fear o f i t  and makes treatment p oss ib le .
30
